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HOUSE BI LL 2596

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Dickerson, Kagi, Kirby, Quall, Schual-Berke, G
Si npson, Tom Kenney, MDernott, Boldt, Wod, Linville, Chase, Lantz,
O Brien, Haigh, Conway, Mirrell, MIloscia, Kessler, Santos and C i bborn

Read first tinme 01/16/2004. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to early intervention services for children with
di sabilities; and adding new sections to chapter 28A 155 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

The |l egislature finds an urgent and substantial need to enhance the
devel opnent of all infants and toddlers with disabilities in Washi ngton
in order to mnimze devel opnental delays and to maxim ze individua
potential for |earning and functioning.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

By Septenber 1, 2008, each school district shall provide or
contract for early intervention services to all eligible children with
disabilities frombirth to three years of age. Eligibility shall be
determ ned according to Part C of the federal individuals wth
disabilities education act and as specified in WAC 392-172-114. School
districts shall provide or contract for early intervention services in
partnership with local birth-to-three | ead agencies and birth-to-three
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provi ders. Services provided under this section shall not supplant
services or funding currently provided in the state for early
intervention services to eligible children with disabilities frombirth
to three years of age. The state-designated birth-to-three | ead agency
shall be payor of last resort for birth-to-three early intervention
servi ces provided under this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) There is established a birth-to-three task force to nake
recomendati ons concerning policies, procedures, and regulations in
order to ensure inplenentation of an equitabl e statew de conprehensive
systemfor all eligible children wwth disabilities frombirth to three
years of age.

(2) Menbers of the task force shall be jointly appointed by the
governor and the superintendent of public instruction by July 1, 2004,
and shall include, at a mninmum the foll ow ng:

(a) Representatives of the follow ng: Special education operations
within the office of superintendent of public instruction; the
Washi ngton associ ation of school adm nistrators; the Washington state
school directors' association; an educational service district; the
speci al education advisory council; the infant toddler early
intervention program wthin the departnent of social and health
services; the devel opnental disabilities section of the association of
county human services; the nedical assistance admnistration within the
departnment of social and health services; the governor's head start
state collaboration office; the division of child care and early
learning within the department of social and health services; the
children with special health care needs programw thin the departnent
of health; a local health departnent/district; an Indian tribe
providing early intervention services; the Washington state chapter of
the Anerican acadeny of pediatrics; the early childhood devel opnent
associ ation of Washi ngt on; the neurodevel opnent al centers of
Washi ngton; a nonprofit local birth-to-three | ead agency, which is not
already represented in the nenbership of the task force; and an
advocacy group for children with disabilities frombirth to three years
of age and their famlies; and
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(b) A special education director froma school district providing
early intervention services; a special education director froma school
district not providing early intervention services; and four nenbers of
the state interagency coordinating council for infants and toddlers
wth disabilities and their famlies, three of whom shall be parents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

The birth-to-three task force shall submt a report to the governor
and the superintendent of public instruction by Decenber 1, 2006,
outlining their recommendati ons.

~-- END ---
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